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For each of us there is a public persona and there is a private life.  

 

Each of us, to some degree, shelters some part of ourselves from public view. 

Preserves part of ourselves for a chosen few - close colleagues, friends, family.  

 

In this respect Bret Walker - this remarkable man - is like each of us.  

 

What we the public know is that there is no more authoritative voice from the bar 

table in the High Court of Australia than Bret Walker SC. In the 115-year history of the 

High Court few have achieved his prominence and standing. 

 

We also know he is the counsel of choice in all types of complex High Court cases – 

whether it be for individuals, corporations or governments. 

 

And we know he stands alongside the leading advocates of earlier generations – such 

as Sir Maurice Byers, Sir Garfield Barwick and Murray Gleeson – who have dominated 

advocacy in the High Court and appellate courts throughout the country. 

 

Bret Walker’s story is one of decades of public service - to his profession and the 

people of Australia.  

 

A Commissioner in four major public Inquiries, Australia’s first Independent National 

Security Legislation Monitor, long voluntary service at the highest levels of the legal 

profession in scores of critically important roles, and of course he currently heads the 

Murray-Darling Basin Royal Commission. 

 

But what the public may not know - what seems well hidden from public view - is 

Bret’s extraordinary generosity.  

 

I suspect very few know that despite his demanding schedule and huge workload Bret 

maintains an extensive pro bono practice. 
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I’m sure very few would know that countless colleagues and confidants have sought 

his advice on questions of law and ethics, and that many in public life have benefited 

from his guidance.    

 

I am just one such beneficiary – such as when the Federal Parliament debated the 

Government’s legislative response to the 9/11 attacks.  

 

The issues were tough - for example, the establishment of detention orders enabling 

detention without charge and the proposal that minors could be subject to such 

orders.  

 

I sought Bret’s advice and assistance at that time, well aware on such issues he offers 

more than just a very deep knowledge of the subject matter.   

 

He has a rare capacity to think conceptually about issues, and consider the impact 

such proposed laws would have on our institutions, our laws and our people.  

 

Bret Walker has dedicated his life to the bar, its traditions, and to justice.  

 

But throughout his career he has never lost his deep understanding of our society and 

the impact of the law on the lives of our citizens.  

 

Bret Walker is more than just one of the finest legal minds Australia has ever 

produced. 

 

He is renowned as a thinker, advocate and writer in the challenging and critically 

important issues of contemporary politics and governance. 

 

Just like Gough Whitlam before him, Bret Walker has been unswervingly committed 

to justice and the creation of a fairer society. 

 

Like Gough did, he has spent a lifetime thinking deeply about Australia’s constitutional 

structure and system of government. 

 

Life Gough, he knows that the country’s laws should work for the benefit of its citizens. 

 

Like Gough, he believes in informed public discussion on critically important issues. 
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Who better to give a Whitlam Oration entitled: “The Information Democracy Needs”?  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Bret Walker SC 

 

 


