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22 February 1974.

My dear Premier,

From as far back as 1907 each mainland State Covernment
has from time to time consented (o the Commonwaalth Government
constructing or extending rallways in its State; these railwaye
have always heen country lines and have usually involved Stats
expenditure.. bHow my Government seeks your Government's coasent
to construct a railway in the metropolitan area; the rajilway
will be coagstructed andi ogerated without cost to your Government.

" fhe railway system we seek to construct will radiate
from Parramatta to Hoxton Park, Castle Hill and through Carlingford
to Epping. sotin your edviserg and ours have conductsed studies
which have demonstrated the feasibllity of the systea. Such a
digtinct system will allow the introduction of ths bast contemporary
signalling practicas and carriage sets. We would prefer yourx
Government to staff the new railway system, although we would
meet any losses on it.

My Government wishes to provide funds in the Budget
next August for the commencement of construction and the ordering
of rolling stock ard equipment. We therefore wish our officials
or ministers to confer with yours as soon as possibla. our
relevant departments are Treasury, Transpoxt and Uxban and Regional
Pevelopment. Any further studies regquired can be supported through
the Western Area Iwprovement Program for which provision was made
in the Budget last August.

Yours sincerely,

(4 £.G. Baurram

E. G. WHITLAM

Tha Hon. Sir Robert Askin,
K.C.M.G., M.L.A.,

Premier of lew South Wales,

Parlisment Houpe,

Macguarie Strect,

Sydney, N.5.W. 20C0
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